
 

Civics End-of-Course Assessment  SS.7.C.1.4 

BENCHMARK SS.7.C.1.4  
Strand C     Civics and Government 

Reporting Category Origins and Purposes of Law and Government 

Standard Demonstrate an understanding of the origins and purposes of 
government, law, and the American political system. 

Benchmark SS.7.C.1.4            Analyze the ideas (natural rights, role of the 
government) and complaints set forth in the Declaration of 
Independence. 

Benchmark 
Clarifications 

Students will explain the concept of natural rights as expressed in the 
Declaration of Independence. 

Students will identify the natural rights specifically expressed in the 
Declaration of Independence (life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness). 

Students will analyze the relationship between natural rights and the 
role of government: 1. People are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights; 2. Governments are instituted among men 
to secure these rights; 3. Governments derive their just powers from 
the consent of governed; and 4. Whenever any form of government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter 
or abolish it, and to institute new government. 

Students will recognize the connection between specific grievances 
in the Declaration of Independence and natural rights’ violations. 

Students will recognize colonial complaints as identified in the 
Declaration of Independence (imposing taxes without the consent of 
the people, suspending trial by jury, limiting judicial powers, 
quartering soldiers, and dissolving legislatures). 

Content Limit Items will examine the Declaration of Independence from the 
perspective of the colonists, not from the British perspective. 

Stimulus Attribute Items addressing the ideas and complaints set forth in the Declaration 
of Independence may use historical and contemporary documents 
and other relevant stimuli (e.g., maps, timelines, charts, graphs, 
tables). 

Content Focus These terms are given in addition to those found in the standards, 
benchmarks, and benchmark clarifications. Additional items may 
include, but are not limited to, the following: assent, oppression, 
self-evident, and tyranny. 
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100000491944 Sample Item 4 SS.7.C.1.4                         Content Focus      Political Rights 

Civics End-of-Course Assessment  SS.7.C.1.4 

The passage below was written by  Thomas Paine in his 1776 book, Common Sense. 

The powers of governing . . . in the hands of the king . . . himself such an . . . 
enemy to liberty . . . is he . . . a proper person to say to these colonies, 
“YOU SHALL MAKE NO LAWS BUT WHAT I PLEASE.” 

Source: Public Domain / Project Gutenberg 

Based on this passage, with which complaint against the king from the Declaration of 
Independence would Thomas Paine agree? 

A.  persecuting immigrant groups 
B.  taking away religious rights 
C.  taking away political rights 
D.  persecuting racial groups 
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